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State’s Pre-K Program Second Best in Nation 

Oklahoma moved up three places to rank second in the country for Pre-K access for 4-year-olds, according to a report 
released today by the National Institute for Early Education Research (NIEER).   

While overall enrollment was down due to the pandemic, Oklahoma served 74% of eligible 4-year-old children and 16% of 
eligible 3-year-old children through public Pre-K and Head Start, the annual report shows. In addition, Oklahoma was 
named a leader in policies to support standards for high-quality Pre-K education. Only 11 states met at least nine of the 
10 benchmark categories, which include academic standards and staff professional development.   

“Oklahoma’s Pre-K program has a history of excellence because our educators know academic success begins with a 
strong start in reading and math,” said State Superintendent of Public Instruction Joy Hofmeister. “Oklahoma's preschool 
program has weathered the pandemic far better than many other states, and I’m proud of our educators who have stayed 
focused on our youngest students.”  

Oklahoma is one of the few states requiring Pre-K teachers to hold a bachelor’s degree with teaching certification, and it 
ensures them equal pay with other grade-level teachers. Pre-K teachers in Oklahoma also have the same professional 
development opportunities as other teachers at the state level.     

Oklahoma launched its Early Childhood Four-Year-Old Program in 1980, years ahead of the rest of the country. In 1998, 
Oklahoma became only the second state to offer Pre-K for all 4-year-olds, with 100% of school districts participating.     

A PreK Information Meeting was recently held at the Washington Pre-K Center. It can be viewed online 
at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GZlPc8s_05Q. PCPS is offering early registration for PreK students at 111 West 
Grand Avenue from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily until May 6. 
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